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their way, for fear that they should make all Catholic
education, even in the provided schools, impossible.
What is quite certain is that the Nazis, by the con-
stant threats to personal liberty which the Gestapo
and the rubber truncheon secure, tyrannised over the
consciences of the German Catholics, bullied them
into submission without persuading them; and it is
there that the essence of persecution lies. Indeed, it
would have been more honest if the State had
simply taken over the schools by open confiscation,
instead of trying to persuade the world that their
abandonment had been voluntary. Probably it is
impossible for anyone who has breathed the air of a
free country to realise the numbing effect which the
new form of persecution has on those who are sub-
jected to it: the shrieking of the Press, the fear of
spying, of mock justice, of the concentration camp;
above all, the impossibility of free discussion and
open exchange of ideas. We have to remember,
besides, that the wedge method always makes compli-
ance with the Government demands something less
than a sacrifice of absolute principle; religion was
taught, and is still taught, in the State schools where
the parents demand it.

It need hardly be said that any argument for com-
pliance which was based on the existence of
"facilities" in the State schools was ill-founded.
Hie wedge system was still at work; having, by 1937,
obliterated the confessional schools, the Government
proceeded, in 1938, to issue further legislation which
was designed to take the sting out of all religious
teaching everywhere* Lay teachers were allowed to
do the work hitherto reserved for priests; priests